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Most undergraduate students enrolled  
at Iowa State come from Iowa.  

Total enrollment was 34,992 in fall 2018.

Iowa State has about 260,000 alumni worldwide,  
and more than 23,000 College of Agriculture  

and Life Sciences alumni living in Iowa.

Total direct contacts for Extension and Outreach was 721,481  
for FY17; however, all data sets are not available by county.

* Reflects 2017 data. The sum of economic impact values for the four congressional districts does not equal the state total. The state and district values are obtained from a unique input-output 
model built specifically for that region. The figures include the direct employment and value added produced within these industries, plus the related spinoff activity that they stimulate in the 
remainder of Iowa's economy, from crop farming; cattle ranching and farming; dairy cattle and milk production; poultry and egg production; hog and other animal production; forest nurseries, 
forest products and timber tracts; logging; fishing; hunting and trapping; support activities for agriculture and forestry; food and beverage manufacturing; ethanol and other basic organic 
chemical manufacturing; fertilizer manufacturing; pesticide and other agricultural chemical manufacturing; and farm machinery and equipment manufacturing. 

Iowa State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, ethnicity, religion, national origin, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information,  
sex, marital status, disability, or status as a U.S. Veteran. Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to Office of Equal Opportunity, 3410 Beardshear Hall,  
515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, Tel. 515-294-7612,  Hotline 515-294-1222, email eooffice@iastate.edu
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FROM IOWA CARET REPRESENTATIVES AND 

Mosquitoes that can bring diseases 
like dengue fever and chikungunya 
have been found in Iowa. Iowa 
State scientists conduct mosquito 
surveillance in urban and rural 
areas, working closely with local 
and state public health officials 
and media outlets to inform  
and educate Iowans of potential 
mosquito-borne disease transmission.

Extraintestinal pathogenic E. coli, 
known as ExPEC, is the leading 
cause of blood poisoning, or 
sepsis. Researchers linked sepsis 
to uncooked, undercooked or 
contaminated chicken products, 
and used the discovery to 
develop and evaluate vaccines 
that would eliminate strains  
of Salmonella and ExPEC in 
chickens to prevent disease.

Animal scientists are leading  
a project to understand the 
biological mechanisms that limit 
pig and sow survivability. The 
public-private partnership seeks 
to improve overall survivability by 
1 percent or more each year over 
its five-year duration, representing 
an estimated annual gain in 
productivity of more than  
1 million animals for the  
nation’s swine industry. 

Researchers are testing sensors 
attached to corn plants that measure 
water transport to breed plants 
that are more efficient in using 
water. A grant from the USDA 
supports field-testing of the sensors.

New research suggests monarch 
butterfly females prefer certain 
types of milkweed when laying 
eggs. These findings will help  
the Iowa Monarch Conservation 
Consortium’s efforts to increase 
the butterfly’s numbers by 
establishing up to 830,000 acres 
of monarch habitat by 2038.

A 4-H animal science program  
is developing curriculum and 
activities to teach the basics of 
animal care to more than 16,000 
youth enrolled in Iowa’s 4-H 
projects, FFA and ag-focused 
classes. The first web modules  
for swine and beef will be ready 
this spring.

A research team led by Iowa  
State has solved part of a mystery 
important to battling the most 
serious threat to U.S. soybean 
production, the soybean cyst 
nematode, responsible for more 
than $1 billion in reduced yields 
each year. The scientists discovered 
a mechanism parasitic cyst 
nematodes use to reprogram  
its host’s cells.

Iowa State’s 50-plus year-old 
poultry science facilities are  
being replaced, made possible  
by private funding from Iowa 
agricultural donors. The $5 
million teaching and research 
farm will be a state-of-the-art 
facility that will provide hands-on 
educational experiences for 
students and infrastructure  
for scientific discoveries.

Extension and Outreach provides 
information and resources to 
help Iowans deal with the 
uncertain farm economy.  
Every day more than 7,400 
visitors consult the Ag Decision 
Maker website. Farm management 
associates help farmers understand  
their finances. Iowa Concern 
provides free, 24/7 access to  
stress counselors, referrals and  
an attorney for legal education.
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